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Why are you even reading this? You must be like the
only one, because why on earth would anyone actually
care about an editorial for a school magazine? Like, if
you’re wasting even a minute of your life reading this filler
then you really should get your priorities sorted out. What do
you even expect to be said here anyway? Something profound?
Something life-changing? Well, how’s this: life is like a four-letter
word. It has four letters.

Isn’t that insightful? Here’s more: if you roll up your sleeves on a windy
day...it is likely that your forearms will get cold. Sorry for being so real
guys. Didn’t mean to cause any existential crises or subvert your world
view or anything. I guess that’s the price of being a genius: you can’t prepare
people for the mind-blowing nature of your revelations.

Anyway, so like, this is the last issue of MDNW for 2017. That means the next
issue this year will be significantly smaller, by about...a magazine. It also means you
won’t have to read another editorial for a while! Though it’s not like we’re forcing
you. This is your choice. If you want to submit yourself to mindless verbiage for the
sake of reading every page of the magazine then that’s on you.

2017 Roots & Shoots Waste Management Team

Oooh as you’re still reading, aren’t those kids on the cover super cute?! The boy is Cohen,
the girl is Pearl and they are Mrs Harris’ adorable children. I chose them for the cover of this
final edition for two reasons. First, they are really cute, which gets you to go ‘awww’ and stuff,
advancing reader satisfaction. Second, I wanted to express the fundamental ethos of school.
As you will notice, their shadows do not quite match their physical forms. This is because they
are in fact the outlines of their older selves. Their shadows, symbolic of the past, fore‘shadow’ their
future, just as our spent school days indicate where we are headed to next. Don’t build your future,
build your past. That way you can be truly “Future Ready”.
Farewell and enjoy!
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By Oliver Denny
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Kaos Report
Dance

in the

Dove

middle school Boyz Crew showed off their hip hop
skills choreographed by Bayley Garnham in year
13. The year 9 & 10 co curricular performed a very
memorable jazz/hip hop piece choreographed
by Mrs Tipa. The senior school co curricular
group presented an incredible and emotional
contemporary dance choreographed by Hamish
Moat and, finally, the senior girls hip hop group
returned again this year to perform a fun and funky
piece choreographed by Tiffany Yeung and Sammy
Allan.

Dance
in
the
Dove 2017
was yet another
huge
success.
Performed in week
three of term three every
year, this year almost 100
students across the entire middle
and senior school came together
to put on three incredible and sold-out
shows.

Of course the show would not be possible without
all the crew that spent many hours working on
the sound and lighting as well as costumes and
backstage management. They all did an incredible
job and the show was one of the most successful
to date. Over the duration of show week, we all
became one big family and through this journey
there were new friendships formed and friendships
made stronger.

For senior school students, Dance in the Dove is
seen as the time and place for their entire year’s
worth of assessments to be completed. Hundreds
of hours of time have gone into preparing for this
one event and — for many of us — blood, sweat,
and tears, along with our heart and soul have gone
into these dances. They become a part of us and
it’s almost sad to know that after the third show we
won’t be performing them ever again, and for the
year thirteens, it’s incredibly bittersweet as it is our
last Dance in the Dove and some of us have been in
up to 7 of these amazing shows.

Dance in the Dove is certainly a show worth
participating in or checking out. There’s a style for
everyone and you don’t have to be a professional
dancer to dance! If you enjoy a good boogie, then
join up to a co-curricular group, or if you are someone
who prefers to watch the experts show you
how it’s done, then head along to
next year’s show. You almost
certainly won’t be
disappointed.

This year’s show name was “Elements”. Most of the
dances had themes or props in relation to the earth’s
elements. Most notably, the year 12 IB class danced
with a stream of sand flowing onto the stage!
Regardless of how messy it was, it was incredibly
effective and well received by the audience.
Not all dances that were performed in the show
were for curriculum. There were many
different co-curricular groups that
showcased what they had
been working on
all year. The

By Alana Herd

44

Week 2 of Term 3 saw the return of the ever popular KAOS, with a week of
investigations, chases and betrayals for those participating. As with previous
years, a handful of different types of players stood out from the lineup. We’ve
categorised and detailed these types below for your enjoyment and even,
perhaps, to inspire you to participate, or improve your game for next year.

Campers

Hunters

One playstyle that is as popular as it is disdained
by other players, is camping.
Campers typically forgo the intensive chases
and confrontations which KAOS is known for,
instead preferring to err on the side of caution.
The camping playstyle is one typically used by
Middle Schoolers and those less experienced
with KAOS. The intention is to hide during the
more dangerous days at the beginning of the
week, evading capture by finding respite in some
secret location, then going after your target
towards the end of the competition, when there
are fewer competitors and the reward for tagging
another player is higher. Unfortunately for them,
campers are some of the least likely to win KAOS,
and more often than not find themselves caught,
whether on the way to and from their classes,
after being betrayed by someone who knows
their spot, or by persistent hunters.

Perhaps the most popular style of play, and
certainly the one which characterises KAOS, is the
action-packed, heavy-breathed, suitably chaotic
lifestyle of the hunter. Players following this path
take the straightforward route of actively seeking
their quarry while avoiding those who seek them.
While lone-wolf hunters aren’t unheard of, the
most successful group of hunters, and usually
the players most likely to win, are pack-hunters.
These players cooperate with one another with
the goal of one of their own winning, typically
sharing the reward. Popular tactics include the use
of walkie-talkies to communicate over distance,
surrounding targets, or distracting them with
a mock chase while their actual predator waits
in ambush. There is still risk involved in teams,
however, as betrayals are a common occurrence
in KAOS - those you trust could turn on you at
any moment.

Helpers

Informants

These are students who, despite having been
caught already or not having played in the first
place, still like to take part somehow. Some of
these students follow a friend and offer their
assistance, whether by joining a pack of hunters
or even spreading false information about a
camper’s whereabouts. Though not technically
players, they can have a significant impact, so
they deserve an honorable mention.

The last group of players in this highlight are
not always card-holders, but can have a lot of
influence in the game. Informants typically play
by giving away or trading information about
player identities, locations and allies. Though
some informants might do this to help out a
friend by relaying information about their target,
in KAOS nobody is safe, and many friends
become enemies once the game begins.

By William Cooper
Special thanks to Bruce Zhang and the Eele bros.
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Steven's Diary
Dear Diary,
I feel a little empty today, and I don’t mean hungry (I had bacon and eggs for
breakfast). Rather, I think I’m slowly coming to terms with the inevitability of a great
loss. A loss of a character of mine, one very dear to me. I’m leaving school you see. I’m
leaving the me that lived at school. I won’t need that me when I’m gone. I’ll start anew,
and so I must throw my uniformed self, my friend of 13 years, front against the
biggest world of my universe, into the time capsule along with everyone else’s moulded
masks.
I’m not saying I won’t need the skills I’ve learned at school. I’m not saying I’ll
completely reinvent myself for the future. I’m just saying that the social landscape of
my life will reset. Old friends, enemies, inside jokes, the individual strands of the web
that is my experience of Kristin, will enter memory, become a useless second language,
alien to all but 162 others, 20 of which I may see in 10 years at an inconvenient
reunion.
But why do I care? Well, how could I not? This was the me I worked on most, perfected
for the greatest comfort in the most uncomfortable of situations. This was the me I
could rely on to navigate the choppy waves of teenage politics. If school was a computer
game, I always played as this me. With him, I have completed every mission, some in
nightmare mode. With him I maxed out almost every skill tree. There’s a new game now,
with a new character, and I know it promises to be better, but I fear the uncertainty of
new beginnings.

Stuff to Do on a Car Ride
1. Talk to someone.
It’s probably obvious, but talking to people
is one of the best ways to pass the time.
If you don’t know anyone very well,
just remember that other people probably
wouldn’t mind a conversation either, but
don’t want to start one themselves.
2. Do some homework.
Almost everyone hates doing homework,
but if you’re bored, and you’ve nothing
else to do, what better time to do it than
when you’re on the bus? The more you
finish now, the less you’ll have to do later
when you could be doing something else.

3. Play a game.
If you’ve got other people you could talk
to, but nothing to talk about, consider
playing a game. There are all sorts of
games people play on road trips, learn a
few, and try to have fun with them.
4. Read a book.
If you like to read, you’ve almost
certainly already been doing this in the
past. If not, give it a go. Not everyone can
read on a bus without getting motionsick, but if you can, it’s worth a try, even
if books aren’t necessarily your thing.

Comic

I know this is a relativity thing. I know it only poses trauma because I haven’t had to
experience such a transition before. I’ve lived in this fish tank all my life. The sea is
scary.
On a completely unrelated note, I managed to hack into Graham’s facebook account the
other day and I posted some hilarious things! It was great.
Dear Steven’s Diary,
This is his mother, and she’s not at all impressed with Steven’s
disrespect for people’s privacy.

MOTHER!!

By Steven (AKA Oliver Denny)
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By William Cooper

WHICH TUCK SHOP FOOD
ARE YOU?
Gancheva

By Victoria

H dden Figures

By Victoria Gancheva

Pavilion Cafe: 10-Year Anniversary Edition

Maybe you go there every day with your friends, ordering the noodles and AquaLite™ combo that you
perfected. Or perhaps you save those hard-earned pennies to indulge in a Kit-Kat once every blue moon.
But what you can’t deny is that the Pavilion Café, or the ‘Pav Caf’, is an icon of the Kristin school grounds.
The Pav Caf has had a long history. From selling gourmet sandwiches (rather unpopular) to an accidentally
broken window in its early days, it has developed into the place we know and love today. So, in celebrating
10 years since its opening, let’s take a look at the people behind the scenes, most commonly known as
‘The Tuck Shop Ladies’. Jo, the manager, Jackie, second-in-command, and, Rosalind, a long-standing
part-time employee, kindly agreed to speak to MDNW about all things Pav Caf.

top 5 things you need to know
The Tuck Shop Ladies are long-standing
employees
Jo and Rosalind have been at the café since its
opening back in 2007. For reference, that’s the
same year the first iPhone was announced, ‘Shrek
the Third’ was released and Rihanna (feat. Jay-Z)
hit us with ‘Umbrella’. Jackie joined them in 2010—
the year ‘Toy Story 3’ was released.
They love their jobs
The women attribute this to a high-staff morale,
as well as a passion for food. They never get sick
(magic?) and are very conscientious about it. As for
tips for people who are thinking of working with
food? You’ve got to be passionate! Give it 110%
or don’t even bother!
The food is healthy
In addition to it all being verified by a nutritionist, a
lot of time is spend prepping the food each day—
for instance, the fruit salad is made on-premises
from fresh apples, pineapples, grapes, plums,
melons... So if you’re trying to buy too much

‘Happy Food’ (10 Kit-Kats, cookies, Oreos…),
don’t be offended when you’re asked to leave
some of them…!

Sushi

Muffin

- Sweet
- Something for everyone
- Loved by everyone
- Can be warm or cold
depending on mood, but
still good 24/7
- Lives in a glass case
- Good to hug

- The dependable friend
- Knows what’s good for you
- Delicious and nutritious
- Offers up fun facts (like
that apples can wake you
up better than coffee)
- Is often side-lined (usually
in favour of a caffeine hit)
- Fresh

Chicken Wrap

Noodles

Cookies

The options aren’t the same term to term
The most popular items include the wedges, beef
and cheese burgers, and sushi. When asked about
the least popular food item, The Tuck Shop Ladies
couldn’t think of one. That’s because the food is
expertly cycled and attuned to the season, weather
and your tastes, with practically zero waste. It’s
the magic of supply and demand—take notes,
Commerce kids. You could even request what
you’d like to see more often, or if there’s anything
new you’d like to try.
Prices…?
On this controversial topic, Jo says it really isn’t that
expensive, particularly for the quality provided. In
fact, some students visiting from Melbourne were
astounded at how low our prices are. Look at it all
as us having bested the Aussies yet again.

So, before you set off down the stairs, each grey metal step clanking under foot, be sure to tell the Tuck
Shop Ladies how much you love those chicken wraps, or how you can’t get enough of the pies. Positive
feedback is much appreciated by these hard-working women and, who knows? Maybe they’ll give you
a hint as to what Friday Frenzy will have…*
*Unlikely, but I can tip you off about a salted caramel cookie that might be coming soon…
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Fruit

- One of the more expensive
Pav Caf food items, so knows
its worth and isn’t afraid to
demand respect
- Doesn’t have time for haters
- Tasty, popular and knows it
- Has only two moods
- In touch with ancestry

- Filled with hearty
goodness
- Better than cousins
(sandwiches)
- Protective of insides
- Looks soft but has some
crunch on the inside
- Bothers no one
- Happy to be there

- Floppy
- Hot
- Warms your soul on a
cold day
- Spicy
- Delivers sick burns if
provoked
- Ghosts on you a lot

99

- Classic
- Everyone knows them
- Gooey under heat
- Crumbles under pressure
- Cute
- Just there to help
everyone

Advancements
ge of

Subject: Year 11 Stress
Status: Code Dove
No. 39842 666 78423
Agent: Oliver Denny

2017 has been a great year for those interested in new technology. Here
are three favourites.

TOP SEC
RET

Stress is something none of us are strangers to. It lurks in the shadows of our homework
tasks, our assignments, and our expectation to succeed, spurred on by the dispassionate
edge of the deadline guillotine. But are some of us perhaps too well-acquainted with this
gargoyle? Is there an unfair distribution of stress across the Kristin Senior School? MDNW
has the answer, and that answer is YES.
It doesn’t take much detective work to find that the year 11s are having it tough, some would
say even tougher than those in the years above. I decided to hit the locker bays and get the
people’s opinion. Due to the trauma of their past year, contributors have asked to remain
anonymous.

Falcon Heavy

1. Falcon Heavy

3. Growing ‘Vinebot’

SpaceX has been making great
strides in the rocket industry,
with their reusable crafts
Battery-Free
and increasingly affordable
launches. Their new Falcon
Cell Phone
Heavy is set to take to the
stage, or rather, the launchpad, this November. Though quite
a lot smaller and less powerful than
3. Battery-Free Cell
the Saturn Vs which put humans
Phone
on The Moon, the reusability of
the Falcon Heavy’s boosters is
This device is exactly what it sounds
expected to make it far more cost
like. Well, not exactly. The University of
effective. Despite its smaller stature
Washington’s experimental prototype
and capacity, the Heavy will be the
is so energy efficient it doesn’t need
most powerful rocket in use, and is
to be charged, getting enough energy
expected to become a staple of the
to make calls from the ambient light
launch industry. On top of being able
of the environment. Unfortunately, it’s
to deliver satellites to orbit, SpaceX
not powerful enough for its signal to
plans to use it to launch manned
reach a cell tower, and needs to be
missions further afoot.
within range of a computer, which can

Research at Stanford University has
produced a robot unlike any other: this
bot grows like a vine, using air pressure
to turn itself inside out. It weighs
little, and can turn when moving by
inflating one side and not the other.
It can even carry things while moving
through difficult
environments.
The developers
are excited
about the range
of possibilities
their creation
presents, such
as locating
victims trapped
in rubble after
an earthquake
and delivering
supplies while
rescuers dig
‘Vinebot’
them out.

By William Cooper

relay the signal. Still, it’s pretty cool,
and could be a step on the way to a
world without tangled cords and dead
phones.
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One certified year 11, eyes blood-red from sleep deprivation, said that “year 11 life [is]
ridiculously stress[ful]” and “fun-free”. Sensing that this was perhaps a touchy subject,
I moved on to the next year 11 who I found gently rocking in a corner of the Pavilion Cafe.
I was shocked when they said they were being given “1 assignment EVERY WEEK!”. According to
them, some people in their year are even enrolled in level 2 subjects. The effects of such
overworking are only too obvious. Fewer and fewer people turn up to the weekly parties, and
a new, ‘almost believable’ excuse for not attending something has arisen: homework. The more
I spoke to the year 11 cohort, the more I was exposed to the soul-destroying effects of the
hyperstress that has been imposed on them, and the more I began to realise the scale of this
issue.
But how could it be that those so young are saddled with so much? I decided to take this
conspiracy right to the top, and so I bravely sent an e-mail to the head of the Senior
School, Mr Boardman. Below is his reply:
Dear Mr Denny,
lol you got me. We’ve been working with former President Bush and
the Chinese Government to cause year 11s unnecessary pain for
years now, and we would’ve gotten away with it if it weren’t for
you meddling kids!

A society like ours, the Kristin Senior School, is built on friendship, respect, and like
the rest of our democratic nation, equality. Therefore it pains me to learn that an entire
3rd of this community should be facing such hardships as have been forced upon them of late.
The transition from year 10 to year 11 is challenging. We know that. Nothing mattered in
year 10, not really, but year 11 is different...by 1 digit. This incredible leap from being
the older kids, to the younger adults, is perhaps behind the greatest and cruelest issue of
our time: the stress-inducing expectation of work from the year 11s. The SS didn’t want you
to know this, but here you are. Fight the system. Stand up for your oppressed comrades. Lord
knows they need all the support they can get...
...at least until they become year 12s, at which point they realise how easy they’ve had it
all this time, and start making fun of the next year’s year 11s for whinging about level 1
internals :)

11
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SUBJECT

from
Kristin
Students

i

Guides

Worried about the subjects you’ll be taking next year? Or perhaps curious about what they really are like? Then have a read of these subject
guides written by our own year 13 students.

“Did you know that water
doesn’t always have a pH of
7? Crazy, isn’t it? If you want
to be mind blown over and
over again, then chemistry is
for you! You’ll learn a bunch of
weird things that don’t work at
all but somehow make some
sense anyway. And it mostly
applies to the real world… well,
on a scale that you can’t see,
anyway; but you need it for
medicine and engineering and
all sorts of things, so consider
it!” - Sonia Hua, Chemistry (IB)

“Sports science started my interest
into the field of physiotherapy,
something I hadn’t previously
considered. You cover a range of
topics that help everyday life, such as
nutrition. I would recommend sports
science to any student who has an
interest in sporting or med/sport or if
student simply wants a subject they
will enjoy and learn a lot in.” - Reece
Thomas, Sports Studies (IB)

“Dance is the kind of subject
that anyone can take. Whether
you’re an award winning dancer
or just someone who enjoys a
boogie here and there, then
dance is for you. You learn
to express yourself through
movements in so many creative
ways, all while having fun.
Performing in dance in the dove
is one of the highlights too!!”Alana Herd, Dance (NCEA)

“As a subject, art has offered me the most
independence. It’s a place where you have control
of what you want to learn and produce. In this
regard it’s crucial to always have a direction to
follow. It’s an environment that forced me to
be confident about what I produced and what I
wanted to say — something I will need forever. I
highly recommend it for people who enjoy room to
freely experiment and explore. - Darcy Ellis, Art”
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“In history we learn about the events that shaped the world we now live
in. We study the recent past and how current events are the products of
history — which means we watch lots of John Oliver, Stephen Colbert
and other modern media. Ultimately, we study history because we want
to understand ourselves and the people around us. It’s not just about
what has happened, it’s about what will happen, and how all of the things
that make us human have both come to be and manifested in our history.
To me, history can be summed up as the study of humanity.”- Helena
Wiseman, History (IB)
“If you are someone who enjoys recalling obscure facts and statistics
with a colouring pencil in hand, you will likely find comfort in learning
geography. Geography is a subject which covers multiple disciplines,
ranging from physical geography, which focuses on geography as an
earth science, to human geography, which focuses on geography as a
human science. This is one of geography’s neat quirks – it bridges the
gap between the natural sciences and the human sciences by covering
content from both disciplines.” - Dexin Kong, Geography (IB)

“IB music is an opportunity
for musicians who truly want
to understand the nature of
their instrument, style, and
music as a whole. I have
had the chance to study
styles ranging from classical
western conciertos to
Spanish Flamenco, Japanese
Koto and contemporary
songs.Everyone, including
students without a traditional
musical education should
find no problems diving into
the curriculum.” - Dougal
Clumpas, Music (IB)

“If you like reading and if you like
talking about what you read and
if you like writing about what you
talk about what you read, then
Literature is the subject for you!
Literature is about immersing
yourself in the spaghetti mind field
of a genius so that you can taste
the ingredients of its sauce. If you
can’t analyse that metaphor, then it
really isn’t for you and you should
probably go to Lang Lit, which is
in no way inferior...at all.” - Oliver
Denny, Literature / English (IB)

“In Economics, you learn
about interaction between
nations, governments,
businesses and communities.
We learn about the
consequences of how nations
trade with each other, and
what effect that will have on
everyday members of the
public — whether that be
teachers, farmers or politicians.
Economics teaches you the
fundamentals of how our world
works, and what you can do
to play your part in it.” - Rory
Sutherland, Economics (IB)

“Ever heard your teacher say, “That’s not completely true,” when
explaining a scientific concept? Well, when studying biology in year
12 and 13, you are definitely one step closer to the ‘truth’. Biology is
the study of how life works. The course covers topics from cell biology,
neurobiology all the way to ecology and evolution. So whether it’s
medicine, biochemistry or geology you would like to pursue in tertiary
studies, biology is a must.” - Cynthia Hou, Biology (IB)

13

We
Will

Miss Malik
When did you first start teaching at Kristin?
I started working at Kristin in 2014. Prior to
that, I taught a class for 3 months in Iraq.
Where are you moving to?
I am leaving to go to teach in Italy. I went to
Italy last year and I just fell in love with the
place. I applied to this school in Milan just for
the sake of it, but I really did not think I would
get the job. I somehow managed to, which is
why I am leaving now since they are currently
on Summer break.
How would you describe teaching at Kristin?
I would definitely say that it is
very busy. However, it is also
very rewarding. Hectic, but
rewarding. My favourite part
of the job is seeing students
reaching their potential and
succeeding.

What do students associate with your
teaching style?
HET WROD HCLALEGNE*, “let’s unpack
this”, “how are we?”, deep discussions,
“sassy” comments (to quote a student), and
lame jokes.
*anagram: THE WORD CHALLENGE
What was one of the funniest moments
you’ve experienced when working at Kristin?
This term, we covered religious symbolism in
the novel, ‘The Road’. At the end of the unit,
when I asked a student to explain the effect
of a biblical allusion in the novel,
they replied, “I don’t know, Miss,
I never learned Jesus.”

“I don’t
know, Miss,
I never
learned
Jesus.”

How would you describe
the English department?
They are my best friends. I
would even consider them
to be family. They are a really
dedicated bunch that are
passionate about what they
do just as much as I am. There’s always good
banter.
Favourite text?
Traditional answer: ‘To Kill a Mockingbird’.
But I really enjoy Zamyatin’s ‘We’.

When marking English papers,
do you ever pick up on
ridiculous mistakes?
Occasionally. One of my students
referred to the character, Salim,
in the film ‘Slumdog Millionaire’,
as “Salami” in his mock exam
essay.

Is it true that you like memes?
I do like memes. I think that
some memes are very appropriate to have
in a classroom environment as they help
to lighten the atmosphere. Some of those
memes have an important message, which is
why I also think they are useful.

Interview by Sohail Din

14
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Alumna
Active 1 year ago

What do you think youd you say to Kristin
SS if you had the chance?
Hmm.. Enjoy Kristin while you’re still there.
In my opinion, it’s the most comfortable
time of your life. You know (pretty much...)
what you’re doing, you’ve got your social
circle sorted, you know all your teachers
well... Uni is a whole new horizon.
New classes, new friends, new life...

Goodbye.

You’ve got to be more INDEPENDENT
But Uni is also really really fun. ;D

Mrs Johns

How does it feel to know that you’re leaving?
It’s been quite funny since I’ve been away for two terms-it has been quite strange to adjust to the fact that I am
leaving. But it felt as if I had already said goodbye.
How would you describe the English faculty?
They’re my best friends. Teachers are real people. We
disagree all the time. Imagine stereotypical English
teacher talk. We argue academic things. For instance,
some teachers didn’t appreciate The Great Gatsby as
much as the rest of us. There have been some teachers
who’ve had to come around to liking it.
How do you think people at Kristin view you?
I think my colleagues view me as someone who you
should generally not argue with. I know I am small, but
I hold my opinions very strongly. I have been told by
some of the students that others in the Middle School
think that I am scary.
Is it true that you worked in the army?
Yeah-- I tell my students that I worked in the army
because it’s better than telling them that I worked at
Burger King.
What is a common misconception about English
teachers?
That we are all really boring. I never enjoyed English
back when I was at school because of this. It may be

16

because I never had an inspiring English teacher. I
actually became an English teacher because it was the
first job offered to me once I had come out of teacher’s
college. I always thought that I would be a History
teacher. But after I took that job up, I fell in love with it.

Look forwards to Uni, but don’t rush
towards it.
LOL yeah please NCEA/IB release me

Favourite text?
‘To Kill a Mockingbird’.

;DDD

Favourite hobbies?
Number one stereotypical hobby is reading. The thing
I do most often is watch sport. I love Rugby, cricket,
tennis, etc. The only time I turn on the TV is to watch
sport. Highlanders and All Blacks. Before I had kids, I
used to do a lot of hiking.

Honestly, don’t stress about it.

In terms of NCEA/IB...

Why have you decided to move?
For my family. I’m not from Auckland and my husband
isn’t either. He grew up in Hamilton and I grew up in
Dunedin. To be honest, I don’t really like Auckland. I
want to live in a smaller and less crowded place, a place
where my children can comfortably walk to school,
because that’s the way I grew up.
Fondest moment at Kristin?
One of the things I remember very fondly would have
been the current Year 13s’ COY when they were in Year
10. And for some reason, Miss Malik, Miss Mitchell and
I decided to sing. I don’t remember why I did it. But
it was so much fun. The current year 13s’ year is very
special to me as they were the youngest kids I taught
when I first came to Kristin 5 years ago.

Even if you don’t do as well as you
thought you would, it’s not the end of the
world.
True, true. ;~;
But also, an exam tip!
Don’t obsess about answers with your
friends and classmates afterwards (if you
start doubting yourself you won’t be able
to concentrate on later exams)
I can’t help myself.
But aye. Just try to relax~
And stay happy!
Answers given courtesy of Sophia You

Interview by Sohail Din
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SPACE MAIL

Orn itho lo g ica l ly , ‘p ig eo n s ’ a nd
‘d oves ’ a re often used interc ha ngea b ly.

Have you ever considered where lost thoughts go? Or games that have gotten old? This is a website showcase
of Space mail, a site where anyone can send out a message — profanity censored — and have it received by a
random user using the site at any point in the future. It’s not posted in a forum or anything like that. It’s entirely
random. Just hit refresh and private little messages will come in.
The site saw huge popularity in 2014 and ever since dropped regular usership. The most accurate description for
it now would be a digital graveyard, though that doesn’t mean you can’t look in and catch fleeting glimpses of
lives past. Transcribed below are a few messages we caught while trawling around on the site. You can take a look
yourself sometime, if it interests you, though things might get a little introspective.
Things and Stuff from A Friend

go from ghost

People. from Ugh.

Hello. I hope you are doing all right
today! This is my first time using this
site. Very interesting, no?

im hearing so many stories about how
pokemon go is improving the lives of
people everywhere

I think I have a crush on my best friend,
and it is painful.

I would like to tell you that life is
wonderful. Things like cookies and
nice grandmas and bunnies and
sunny days and springtime exist! I
hope you are not sad. Being sad is
horrible!

i wish i could play it

Life is too short to dwell on the small
things. (And sometimes those that
seem big really aren’t!)
Please have a nice day and smile
and pet cats and look at the stars.
Someone is thinking of you!
Friday, Jun 27th, 2014 at 07:40pm
-- -- -clouds from jupiter
i wish i was a cloud so i could rain
when i feel sad and i could be all
thunderbolts and lightnings when i
was angry
i wish i was a cloud so i could be
quiet all up in the sky seeing people
and thinking about them but never
making a peep
i wish i was a cloud so i could vanish
without saying goodbye
i wish i was a cloud so i could have a
quiet existence. people would look at
me from earth and say things like “it
looks like a puppy” or “it looks like a
gun” or “it looks like a flower” and i
could look like everything that is ugly
and beautiful without actually being
them.
Monday, Jun 30th, 2014 at 04:37am

i guess ill just keep sitting at home in my
weelchair
playing other games on a phone
doomed to be incompatible
Wednesday, Jul 13th, 2016 at 10:33pm
-- -- -time from lib
time is going by so fast..it feels like just
yesterday. I was in the eighth grade and
now here i am entering my senior year
on highschool. I dont want to grow up
yet. I just can’t. Not yet.
Sunday, Jul 26th, 2015 at 11:13pm
-- -- -onoff from jay
last year i used to type up poems and
save them in the hope of reading those
words again when i was happier.
this morning i’m writing space emails in
the hope of never seeing these words
again.
the latter is more comforting, i think.
Friday, Jun 27th, 2014 at 06:43am
-- -- -Urgent from Unknown

She tells me everything, about the guy
she likes and the conversations they
have. And I’m supposed to feel happy
for her, right? Feel happy that she’s
happy? Cause she’s had a pretty crap
year after being hit by a car. She hasn’t
been this happy in months.
But somehow I find myself having to
fake any happiness because deep down
I wish that I were in his position.
And the worst part is that we act like
a couple. Every afternoon when she
crosses the road we hug and then she
kisses me on the cheek and says “I love
you.” and walks away. But it’s different
for her, because she just sees it as a
friendly thing. But I wish it were so much
more.
Not to say that I only like girls though. It’s
kind of obvious that my guy friend likes
me, and I like him but I don’t want to get
into a relationship with him, and I feel
like I’m leading him on. Even though I’m
just trying to be myself.
I just want to disappear from people.
Saturday, Jun 28th, 2014 at 11:20pm.
-- -- -time from what is time
the great wheel of time will grind us all
into dust
Friday, Jun 27th, 2014 at 2:37pm

You are necessary.
Sunday, Jun 29th, 2014 at 03:16am

By Felicity Qin

By Felicity Qin
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Hot

Day

By Victoria
Gancheva

Both as any other and many others, I wander about with lazy
delight. Stretched out beyond is a woven mat where none of the
threads really connect, and which instead end in pools and sandy
shores, and watery microcosms contained in glass.
Starfish from faraway reefs and colourful fish with glassy eyes;
spiked ocean hedgehogs; strands of seaweed, or mermaid hair;
little penguins just emerging, fluffy, from their incubation days;
sharks, as the evolutionary pinnacle of silent gliding;
Sea lions, whose grand power is eclipsed by their own slapping
waddle, whose painful and infuriating histories are slowly healing,
and whose sliminess is only outdone by that of black-velvet sea
cucumbers;
Rare dolphins, whose smiles and unmatched acrobatic flight incite
applause, whose homes are filled with the bright coloured toys
they exercise their minds with, and whose carers plead for less
waste to be let into their real homes;
It all feels like a dream: an awareness weighed down with heat,
yet buoyed by curiosity. The crowds gather in stands, and trickle
out sometime after, on barely noticeable clockwork that everyone
pretends not to notice, and all fuelled by sugar, daze and
amusement’s promise. It pays, and you pay, to see the wonders
of the sea.
I walked out of the Gold Coast’s Sea World with love in my heart,
and hatred for plastic bags.

Disclaimer: this is not the US Sea World, meaning
there are no whales (but there are a large number
of rescued animals).
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On
a

Hot day in a concrete maze. Plaza after plaza after narrow
boulevard, streams after streams of wandering ice cream-loving
souls. The sun’s rays beat down on the world, with suffocating
discomfort similar to, it would seem, a fish flopping on a wooden
deck. In protective efforts, thick white pastes are squeezed out of
tubes, leaving oily sheens on burning skin, and filling the air with
the comforting chemical scent of summer.

FACTS

You Didn’t

Know

TEACHERS
Miss Simpson was
taught mathematics by
Mr Daniels, Mrs Dwyer
and Mr Burge, and
physics by Mr Buckley.

Mr
Oughton
used to
write the
questions
for
scholarship
chemistry.
Mr Hughes
could have
been a farmer.

Mr Darrow
has a fear
of mimes.

Mr Duirs was in a band called
OMC, which released a #1 US
hit single, and produced a song
for a ‘Mr Bean’ movie. He also
sang a duet with Sting during
one of his concerts, and last year
he gave Madonna’s daughter
Mercy a piano lesson.

Mr Bonner has
a tattoo which
takes up half his
back.

Mrs Woodward
was a tour guide in
Europe.

Mr Buckley
didn’t pass his
driving test
until his 4th
attempt, at
the age of 33.

Miss Tipa was in the Royal
New Zealand Ballet.
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about

Mr Burge plays badminton
and was once head of the
maths faculty.

Mrs
Navarro
always
wears at
least one
item of
jewellery
with pearls.

Mr Boardman does not like hugs.

Mrs Harris was in a band called
La Fay (fairy) as the singersongwriter guitarist.

Mrs Mitchell
trained as an
opera singer.

Mr Cho
used to
have ear
piercings.

Mr Muller prefers Radiolab podcasts to
Samuel Harris podcasts. He also shockingly
_______________ causing __________ Luckily
police __________________ but it was close.

Miss Mosley spent 18 hours
cross-stitching characters from
the Rocky Horror Picture show.
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It didn’t take them long to notice one another.

Talia,

Talia’s gaze belonged to the screen held in front
of her as she scrolled through her emails from
work. The man sat opposite reading the newspaper. She tried to remain as oblivious to him as
possible. Her presence didn’t bother him that
much, though the annoying tapping sound coming from her phone did. It disrupted his train of
thought as he read about current affairs. But why
was she so discontented, so uncomfortable? She
felt like this often, for no reason at all. She’d feel
unsettled doing the most mundane of daily tasks.
Anything that reminded her of...
The smell of the new newspaper transported
her back in time, where another young man took
the seat across from her.

One day, he was not on the train. After all this
time, it was confusing for Talia to not see him in
the morning. One day became two, then three. A
week later her confusion turned to doubtIng her
own assumptions. What could have happened to
this man? She thought that she was thinking too
much, he could have just changed jobs, or gotten
fired. But she figured, in hindsight, to assume the
worst is a part of human nature.

A month later, she came into work just like any
other day. She checked her work mail and sorted
through the usual paraphernalia, until she came
across one letter that was definitely out of place.
The address was handwritten, the letter looked
old and unprofessional. Talia walked to her office
and opened this one letter, letting her gaze fall
upon the inked words.

I’m not sure if you this, but his name was Alain.
He passed away in the hospital after he was hit by
a car. He was walking to the train station. I know
you never spoke, but he was very fond of you.

TP

I hope that this news brings you closure.

S

Matt

Talia worked at a marketing firm just past her
train stop. Every day for a year she sat across from
this young man, but she never knew his name.
Minimal chatter was drawn from their daily encounters, but neither of them really got to know
each other, and neither of them cared enough to
ask about what will happen during their days. But
they were content with each other’s presence, as
if it were part of their daily routine.

Assuming the worst, however. For whatever
reason. Was the right assumption to make.

I know you may not know me, but I am the
brother of the man who used to sit across from
you on the train everyday. He said enough about
you to allow me to send this letter, and with the
way he spoke about you, it felt necessary.

Talia stared at the careful handwriting as she
slowly placed it down onto the desk in front of
her, next to a boiling cup of tea, steam dancing
in the air. The rain outside battered the windows.
It felt like long ago, when they parted ways to
resume their empty days. But never did she think
that he could just disappear. Especially in that
manner.
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The words on the letter transformed into voices
in her head. She felt as if they were all around her,
creating a melancholic cadence. A cadence of
one voice, his voice. Even though she only heard
it a few times it felt familiar, enough to render
tears in her eyes. What if she had spoken to him?
Could things be different? Would he still be here?

E

She begins her days with these questions. It’s
been years since Alain’s passing. But when she
embarks on her fifteen minute train journeys, the
first thing she says to anyone is simple.
“Hello.”
Talia busies herself with work, at least, she tries
to. She figures that staying busy is the best for
her, even though she realises life is futile - especially now. She can’t help but make conversation
with the people she meets. She has met builders,
hairdressers, and accountants…
But she will never know who Alain was.

By Alyssa MacEwan
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